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Aboriginal Family Safety Project

Engaging with Communities to Design a Culturally Appropriate
Family Violence Prevention Program to
Strengthen Aboriginal Family Safety
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Who we are

Angela Ryder

Senior Manager

Aboriginal Services
Relationships Australia WA &
Langford Aboriginal Association

Leonie Pickett

Senior Executive Officer
Langford Aboriginal Association

Noelene lannello

Senior Manager

Family & Domestic'Violence Services
Relationships Australia WA



Setting the scene
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Long term relationship since 2007 } KMMMA’(M.
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The journey towards the AFSP

Foundation Elements

~NEP delivered by LAA and RAWA since 2017

* NEP consultations highlighted family violence as a
significant issue of concern for Aboriginal communities




The journey towards the AFSP

communities: Guidell/'n’éé’ for researchers and stakeholders (National Health.and
Medical Research-Council).

~* Ethics guidelines provide a set of principles to ensure research'is safe, respectful,
responsib‘l\é‘,‘*high quality, of benefit to Aboriginal people and. communities and
of benefit to research.

* The guidelines define\‘six\core values — spirit and integrity, cultural continuity,
equity, reciprocity, respect, and responsibility. Applying these values and- other

communities, or their data, is ethically conducted.



The journey towards the AFSP

__t_hem voice’.

It was essential that a methodology was used which would allow
this to happen

Partlcrpant\s are viewed as research partners. It views them as
being experts in their own cultures.

Reflective and c\y\c\lic. Focuses on developing people’s critical
awareness and to tl‘)\e\ self-reflective.

Concerned with concepts of power and powerless in society.
Aims to motivate people ’Eo“engaggin social action.

Values the opinions and experiences marginalised groups.

Participatory Action Research



Foundational elements

Community
Capacity Building

Building
Empowerment and
Partnerships

Social Justice and
Rights

Respect for Local
Knowledge and
Intellectual Property

Community
Ownership

Resilience Focused







* Stopping Family and Domestic Violence - state government election
commitment

* Holistic and multi-faceted approach to break the cycle of violence-in
WA families and communities

 Culturally appropriate support service for:
* Aboriginal women; and
 women from culturally and linguistically diverse communities
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Walking this path together: Aboriginal Family Safety Project

There is substantial evidence that indicates that Aboriginal women experience
significant and specific barriers to reporting family violence and accessing supporit:
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~ Aboriginal women and children
experience increased

self-esteem, confidence,

resilience and wellbeing

Aboriginal women and children
heal from trauma

Outcomes
Aboriginal women are aware of Aboriginal women are
and able to access culturally supported to improve their
appropriate and informed long-term safety and that of
< supports their children







Aboriginal Family Safety Project ~  WesternAustralian Regions

12 consultation workshops across
four metropolitan regions (NW, SW,
NE, SE).

potential regional locations for
delivery of the pilot program

Geraldton









